
PORTLAND’S 9TH ANNUAL MARDI GRAS BALL – MARCH 2ND 2019
This Year’s Theme: “Tableaux on Pirates Alley”

Saturday March 2nd, 2019 – Tiffany Center Emerald Ballroom (1410 SW Morrison St.)

Doors & Music start at 6:30pm – 11pm.  
$30 adv. / $35 door / 21+
Light food available for purchase – full bar!
Tickets:  https://www.tickettomato.com/event/5921/the-9th-annual-portland-mardi-gras-ball
Details:  www.portlandmardigras.com

FB Event:  https://www.facebook.com/events/379938589214426/
Contact: portlandmardigras@gmail.com 

Laura Lawrence – (503) 697-0564 (not for publication)
Portland, OR (January 2019) – Portland’s annual Mardi Gras Ball has been listed by the New Orleans Times-Picayune as one of the Top-5 most authentic Mardi Gras celebrations in the United States outside of Louisiana.  And it’s no surprise given the event’s origins - produced since 2010 by the Mysti Krewe of Nimbus - a NOLA-style social club founded by Louisiana expatriates that now counts more than 100 members in Portland.  This is no half-hearted plastic bead and powdered hurricane mix party, this is a critical mass of Louisiana revelry with full costume finery – the crazy, the macabre, the funny, the sexy, the rude - and high-spirited indulgence.  Needless to say, costumes are highly encouraged – but not required – with prizes awarded to the best.  A crowning of the Mardi Gras King and Queen will include free traditional king cake distributed to the crowd.

Each year the Krewe waits until January 6 - also known as Twelfth Night, the traditional start of the Carnival season in Louisiana – to announce the year’s theme.  This year it will be “Tableaux on Pirates Alley”. The theme combines history of Court Tableau of traditional Louisiana Krewes, with the historic alleyway behind St. Louis Cathedral in the French Quarter in New Orleans.  

Tableau are a grouping of costumed individuals posed to depict a particular scene, such as parts of popular mythology, historical event, or famous painting. Traditional Louisiana Krewes stage tableau of their royalty and court to show their fabulous costumes and headdresses to the crowd of attendees at their annual formal Mardi Gras balls.
Pirates Alley today is an endlessly photographed pedestrian only street bordered by cast iron fencing, with cobblestone roadway, cafes, artists and entertainers. The street is home to the old Spanish Calabozo Prison where the notorious pirate Jean LaFitte and his brother Pierre were jailed in the early 1800’s. 
Portlanders are also invited to join the Mysti Krewe of Nimbus on Fat Tuesday Evening – March 5th, 2019 – for the annual free, family-friendly Mardi Gras Day Parade down Mississippi Avenue.

Performers for the 2019 Portland Mardi Gras Ball include: the Northwest Bones Gang; the Too Loose Cajun and Zydeco Band; BrassRoots Movement; and other surprise guests!
THE MYSTI KREWE OF NIMBUS (www.portlandmardigras.com)

Founded in 2009 by Louisiana expatriate, pianist Steve Kerin and his wife, Jane-Clair, the Mysti Krewe of Nimbus is a party-collective of 100+ Louisiana culture lovers, comprised of other ex-pats and Portlanders who understand “what it means to miss New Orleans,” as Louis Armstrong sang.  Growing from a simple desire for an authentic Mardi Gras experience, the social club has quickly become an often-seen public presence in Portland, second lining through the Waterfront Blues Fest and the Tillikum Bridge Opening, marching in the Starlight Parade, and the organizing force behind the now-annual Mississippi Avenue Mardi Gras Parade.   
THE NORTHWEST BONE GANG (www.youtube.com/watch?v=eRj7oeXyoqI)
The Mardi Gras Indians (also called “Black Indians”) trace their lineage back to antebellum days when escaped slaves would be taken in and hidden by the local Native Americans in the area – the Choctaw, Creek, Blackfoot and Seminoles.  As a sign of respect and tribute, the black population began to adopt Indian ways, ultimately evolving their own deeply rich and uniquely American sub-culture in New Orleans.  Often living on the working class fringes and excluded from mainstream white New Orleans parades and activities, their particular musical style echoes a lineage that stretches back through the bayou and all the way to Africa. The 38 tribes in town form a complex tribal structure with highly defined social positions and duties like Big Chief, Big Queen, Spyboy, Flagboy and Wildman who each play particular roles. 

The first mission of the Skull and Bones Gang on Mardi Gras day is to remind everyone of the struggles and sacrifices their ancestors made in order for us to be here and enjoy what we have today; second, it is to pay honor to them (in the spirit of Dia del los Muertos); and third is to tell people to enjoy Mardi Gras, but to party in moderation or else they’ll wind up as a Skull and Bones before night’s end…

New Orleans native, drummer Chuk Barber, is a former Flagboy for the Northside Skull and Bones Gang (pre-Katrina) who transplanted the tradition when he relocated to Portland.  He and his PDX gang will launch the Ball.  

BRASSROOTS MOVEMENT (https://www.facebook.com/TheBrassRootsMovement)

Founded in 2011, the BrassRoots Movement is a Portland-based second line parade group playing traditional and modern New Orleans brass band music at festivals and private parties throughout PDX.
TOO LOOSE CAJUN & ZYDECO BAND (http://www.tooloosecajunzydeco.com)

The ever-popular Too Loose Cajun/Zydeco Band rocks the house in the Portland area with their infectious brand of Cajun and Zydeco dance music from Southwestern Louisiana. This band has two fiddles, accordion, electric and acoustic guitars, piano, the traditional Louisiana rub-board, and a kickin' rhythm section. They are perennial favorites on the zydeco stage at the Waterfront Blues Festival, as well as at area parties, weddings and festivals. So come on down, and bring your dancin' shoes.
(more)


